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172 The Old Testament Student. 

New Testament was finished in 1868. In 1869 tlie various Bible Societies took 
steps for tlie revision of the Old Testament, and among those engaged on the 
work we find Kleinert, Biehm, Schlottmann, Delitzsch and others almost equally 
well known. Their aim is stated in the following particulars ; 

1. To correct errors which have crept into the standard text [as such, was taken 
that of the Canstein establishment]. 

2. When Luther gave two or more different renderings of the same passage to 
choose the best — namely the one nearest the original. 

3. To change obsolete or now offensive words. 

4. To bring nearer the original passages misunderstood or not clearly under- 
stood by Luther, and in such cases to use so far as possible Luther's vocabulary in 
the new expression. 

The commission has met nearly two hundred times and the work is about com- 
plete. In fact it was hoped that the first impressions might be ready by the anni- 
versary of Luther's birth. It is proposed to issue first a -proof [probebibel] in 
which all changes will appear in heavy faced type. After sufficient time has 
elapsed for calm criticism of the work, the commission is to be called again 
together to consider suggestions and fix the text in its final form. H. P. Smith. 



HEBREW RIDDLES.* 



Dr. Wuensche the translator of the Bibliotheca Eabbinica here gives an essay 
on riddles and conundrums among oriental peoples including the Hebrews. The 
material in the Bible is not very extensive it must be confessed. Besides the well 
known case of Samson, our author finds riddles (or conundrums we should call 
them) in the Book of Proverbs: 

(The question) " Three are insatiable, 

Four say not: enough." 
(The answer) " Sheol and the barren womb. 

The earth which is never full of water, 
And fire which never says enough." 
This will serve as a specimen. There are several others in the same chapter. 
It seems hardly proper to put in the same category the fine parable of the eagles 
and the cedar in Ezekiel xvii., 1-10. The Talmud and later Jewish literature is 
much richer in this sort of production. A specimen or two from Juda ha-Seir 
may not be unwelcome here. 

" What is blind, yet has an eye: it is constantly occupied in clothing others, yet 
itself is always naked?" — (Answer: The needle.) 

" What weeps without eyes or eye-lashes, and when it weeps, parents and chil- 
dren rejoice: but when its eye smiles and weeps not, all hearts are sad?" — (An- 
swer: The rain.) 
The latter would be more appropriate in some climates than in others. 
Dr. Wuensche has given us an entertaining essay, if not a contribution to the 
advancement of science. II- P- Smith. 



* Die Raethselweisheit bei den Hebraeem mit Hinblick auf andere Voelker dargestellt von Lie. 
Dr. Aug. Wuensche. Leipzig, 1888. (65 pages 8vo.) 



